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Three basic facts

1. Catalan is not a minoritized language. Catalonia is a 
bilingual society.



Three basic facts

2. No single schooling in Spanish language. Parents have
no right to choose the language for their children’s
education.



Three basic facts

3. Catalan speaking children have the right to be schooled 
in their mother tongue. Spanish-speaking children don’t 
have this right.



What are these lies?

1. The objective of immersion is to achieve an
equivalent knowledge of the two official languages:

• Not a model of “immersion” for more than 30% of Catalan 
pupils whose mother tongue is Catalan.

• School Language Projects apply the same model of 
universal and compulsory immersion in Catalan, 
regardless of the social and linguistic context.



Language in Catalan schools



What are these lies?

2. Immersion guarantees social cohesion:

• PISA 2022: Catalonia is the region of Spain where foreign 
pupils feel the least integrated.

• With similar percentages of immigrant pupils, Catalonia is 
almost one school year behind Madrid. 

• Reception system of migrant students focused on learning 
of Catalan in segregated groups

• Students with especial needs follow an only-in-Catalan 
education model regardless their needs or learning 
disabilities



What are these lies?

3. Immersion is a model of success:

• No data support this claim. 



PISA 2022
• Results below the Spanish, OECD and EU average.

• 6th worst performing of the 17 Spanish regions.

• Generalitat’s reaction: denial and xenophobia.



What are the immersion 
effects on the schools’, 
students’ and teachers’ 
rights and everyday life?



Schools

• Exclusive language of instruction and communication is 
Catalan.

• No internal or external signage in Spanish.

• No internal or external documents in Spanish or bilingual. 

• No textbooks in Spanish. 

• Communication with parents exclusively in Catalan.

• Explicit instructions given to teachers to avoid changing 
language if families show comprehension problems.



Students and teachers



Driving Groups on Language Uses in 
Education (ULAE)
• Observation network coordinated with the educational

authorities to make sure everybody speaks only in
Catalan.



Students’ pressure campaigns



ULAE of El Perelló Secondary School
• “IN CLASS WE SPEAK CATALAN. 

Everywhere! You idiot!”

• “In class we speak Catalan. And also 
in the playground and the corridors. In 
the dining room. In the extracurricular 
activities.”



Frederic Mompou Secondary School 
Sant Vicenç dels Horts



Generalitat’s priorities



Generalitat and the PETI visit



Thanks for your atention


